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 Edgar McNabb 

 
  

Former Beechwood noted educator, principal, superintendent and coach Edgar McNabb was inducted 
into the Beechwood Athletic Hall of Fame (inducted posthumously) Wednesday, June 9, 2010 during the 
Beechwood Athletic Foundation and Hall of Fame Banquet at the Marriott Hotel at RiverCenter. 
  
Edgar McNabb, after graduating from Montgomery County High School in 1927, attended Morehead 
State University where he lettered for four years in football, basketball and baseball.  He led the 
Morehead Eagles to a state collegiate baseball and basketball title in 1930.  In 1931 he began his 
football coaching career at Raceland in Kentucky where his football team was conference champions in 
1933 and 1934. His basketball team won the district title in 1937. 
  
McNabb came to Northern Kentucky in 1935 as a coach at Bellevue High School where his Tigers won 
the NKAC Championship in 1940.  Later in 1940, he became the principal and football coach at Ludlow 
High School and was one of the leaders in constructing the Northern Kentucky Athletic Conference.  In 
1942 he joined Beechwood High School. 
  
Edgar McNabb devoted almost three decades of his life to the education and instruction of young 
students and athletes at Beechwood.  He was Beechwood’s head coach for all sports, athletic director 
and started the football program beginning in 1941.  He remained for the next several decades at 
Beechwood also serving as assistant principal, principal, and finally superintendent.  He served as the 
KHSAA representative on the National Federation of High School Rules Committee, President of the 
Kentucky High School Coaches Association from 1953-1955, and organizer of the first East-West 
Coaches Football and Basketball Games.  He also worked as an official at the Boys State Tourney for 
10 years and the official timer for the “Sweet 16 Tournament” for 19 years.  In 1973 to commemorate 
and honor him, the Beechwood Board of Education named the athletic fields the Edgar McNabb Athletic 
Fields.  He died on May 3, 1977. 
  
The Beechwood Board of Education in dedicating the athletic fields said, “In recognition of his 29 years 
of service to the Beechwood Independent School District, the establishment and development of an 
outstanding athletic program and facilities and the advancement of quality education at Beechwood 
School, the Beechwood Board of Education proudly names our athletic fields in honor of Edgar McNabb 
dedicated this 5th day of October, 1973.” 
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Edgar McNabb

N.K.O.A. HISTORY
Past, Present & Future

1967 - Present 

Northern Kentucky Officials Association 
Last updated: March 21, 2007

Contact Us: feedback@nkoafootball.org  or General Questions: info@nkoafootball.org 

On a February evening in 1967 during a cold, blustery snow storm, the first meeting of the
Northern Kentucky Officials Association was held. A modest 13 high school football officials 
from the Northern Kentucky and Greater Cincinnati area met at the old Covington YMCA.

The driving forces behind instituting the NKOA were Northern Kentucky residents and high 
school football officials Tom Murray, Gordon McGehee, Tom Zimmer and Harry Peeno.

The formation of the N.K.O.A. was primarily designed for the development of a Northern 
Kentucky based officials association to be the primary game officials for local Kentucky high 
schools. At that time, officials from all over the Northern Kentucky, Southwestern Ohio and 
Southeastern Indiana area was officiating the games. The crews were primarily made up of 
different individual officials each week. With the blessing of the Kentucky High School Athletic 
Association and Edgar McNabb, AD at Beechwood High School, the N.K.O.A. elected Gene 
Neal as it's first president and Tom Murray was elected vice president. At this first meeting, 
officials were placed in three categories according to experience, active, associate, and affiliate.

Nine of the thirteen known officials attending that first meeting was: Gene Neal, Tom Murray, 
Tom Zimmer, Gordon McGehee, Harry Peeno, Joe Seavers, Tom Thompson, Rick Read, Ron 
Collins.   

The KHSAA had always wanted a local association in the Northern Kentucky area. 
Mr. Edgar McNabb, AD at Beechwood High School and the local high school football rules 
interpreter was a former official and was on the Federation's rules committee, and he was also a 
founding father of the High School Federation. 

 

Page 1







Information on Edgar McNabb submitted by Jim Wilshire (who “Mac” treated as his third son) 

“Mac” graduated from Morehead College. He was a successful baseball pitcher, which resulted in him 

being scouted by the New York Yankees. At tryouts, he pitched to such notable players as Babe Ruth and 

Lou Gehrig. Instead of playing professional baseball, he decided to go into teaching and coaching. He 

began his career at Raceland, Kentucky. Then, he went to Bellevue High School, then to Ludlow High 

School, and finally Beechwood High School. 

At Beechwood, he began the first football program (1945?). He was instrumental in purchasing the land 

for the football field (of which he was really proud). It has since been named “Edgar McNabb Field”. 

At Beechwood, he was a teacher and head coach for the football and basketball teams. He instructed his 

students and players to work hard, enjoy what you’re doing, and apply these rules to your own life. He 

was highly respected in the community. 

During these years, Mac refereed college football games throughout Kentucky, and he was well known 

for his integrity. 

Eventually, he became the principal of Beechwood and later the superintendent of the school system. 

He was inducted posthumously into the Beechwood Athletic Hall of Fame in 2010. 

Mac was married to his wife, Vestal, and they had two sons, Eddie and Lou. 



Edgar McNabb graduated from Montgomery Co. High School in 1927. While a student there he was an 
outstanding in football and basketball. He attended Morehead State University where he lettered for four 
years in football, basketball and baseball. He led the Eagles to a State Collegiate Baseball title in 1930. 
     After graduating in 1931, McNabb began his coaching career at Raceland, Kentucky, where he coached 
football and basketball. His football teams were conference champions in 1933 and 1934. His basketball team 
won the District Title in 1937. Coach McNabb came to Northern Kentucky in 1938 as coach at Bellevue High 
School. In 1940 his Tigers won the NKAC Championship. Later in 1940 he became football coach and 
principal at Ludlow High School. Also in 1940 he was one of the leaders in formulating the Northern 
Kentucky Athletic Conference. 
    The following year he moved to Beechwood High School and remained there for the next 30 years. At 
Beechwood, McNabb became the athletic director, the head coach of all sports, and started their football 
program. He later served as assistant principal, principal, and finally superintendent. Following his 
retirement as Superintendent in 1974 he moved to Northern Kentucky University to serve as a supervisor of 
Practicum Experience til his death. 
     Along with his coaching duties, Mac was a prominent high school and college football and basketball 
official. He worked the Boys State Tourney for ten years and served as the official timer for the “Sweet 16 
Tournament for 19 years.” He also served as the KHSAA representative on the National Federation of High 
School Rules Committee. He was a charter member of the Kentucky High School Coaches Association, 
served as their President for three years (’53, ’54, ’55) and helped organize the first East-West Coaches 
Football and Basketball Games. To commemorate and honor Edgar McNabb leadership, Beechwood High 
School’s Football Stadium is now known as McNabb Field. 
     He died on May 3, 1977. 
Wife: Vestal 
Son: Edgar 
Son: Lou 
 




