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Attach any relevant press clippings and materials which would verify coaching win-
loss records, or other statistical information. Also attach any other letters of
recommendation of other information which may be helpful fo the commitiee in making
a final selection.




RICHARD GIBBS

3339 DAYTON AVENUE
LOUISVILLE, KY 40207

502-899-9368 — Home . 502-899-1390 — Facsimile RichGibbs@Predigy.net

The information contained in this transmittal is confidential and infended for the use of the individual or entity
named below. [f the reader of this transmittal is not the intended recipient {or the employee or agent responsible
to deliver it to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of
this communication is prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us
immediately.
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Date: 8/27/03

fo: Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame
Attn: Nominations
2280 Executive Drive
Lexington, KY 40505

Re: Edgar McNabb
Nomination to Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame

From: Richard Gibbs

INFORMATION

Piease find enclosed a completed DawahareleHSAA Hall of Fame Nommatlon
Form on behalf of Edgar McNabb. Can

I have also included several attachments {o supplement the Nomination Form.

| have talked briefly with Earl Cox, current Sports Columnist for the The Voice
Tribune (3818 Shelbyville Rd., Louisville, KY 40207-3186, Telephone 502-897-
8900) and | am sure he would be willing to provide you with any information
regarding Edgar McNabb’s accomplishments. Also, anyone associated with the
Kentucky High School Basketball Tournament should be able to recall his
accomplishments as an official and all around sports contributor to Kentucky
High School athletics.

Please give Edgar McNabb the consideration and honor he deserves for his
contributions to Kentucky High School athletics and elect him to the
Da ahareleHSAA Hall of Fame

Enc

OUrgent o Reply ASAP [ Please Comment lease Review Y1



Monday, May 13,1874

THECINCINNATE ENQUIR

. Tlme has dug furrows on Edgar
McNaby's face, Two lnes stand out.

They slant downward from efther.
side of the nose end end at the edpes -
of the.mouth. Thny mnke the-cheeks

. protrude....

Time has reshaped  Bdgar
MeNzbhs velee. The high-pitched
nnotence of youlh Is gone. In s
place 15 & deep, gruff sound thab
could become a bellow. Only it does-
n't.

Siiting In his offlce at Beechwond
Sehool, his time-worn face breaking

into a grin, BEdgar McNabb explained .

his volce,
“IL gould be from all those years

coaching, all the yeiling and vhenring-

i ¢id for my players,” he suid., “Lont
knows Uve done (hal most of my Hle”

Edgar MeNabb will be 65 in
November. He's spent 43 of those
Years serving high schioo] students in
Kentucky. Soclal studlies teacher,

. athietic director, assistant prlnclpal

superimendent Football basketball -

. and- baseball ‘conch.. He's. offfciated
mare {ootbail and ba.sketbau games
Ahandig ean remembet.

“I cameto Beechwood b 1944 and

never dreamed I'd siay as long as 1
have,” sald MeNabb, who previously
had taupht and coa.cheli ai Race-
Jand, Bellevue, and. Ludlow. Beech~
wood offered the kind of eduecation I
wanted iy sens, Lou and Eddle, to
have, but the original plans were to
move on alter they got out of Beech~
wood,"
McNabb hasn’t bhudged in 30
years, He was named superintendent
of the Beechwood Independent

Schoot Dlstrict in 1060, He's retiring

in June.

“If T had a chance (o live my life
agrin, I'd do the same thing,” McNabb
sait. "IV's heen a rich life, a full Jife,
No, I haven’t ntuch money. But I've
worked with a lot of kids ovet the
years and for that Pm grateful,

“We never had what you'd call
great teams at Beeehwood. In 1949
we reached the reglonal flnal In
basketbali, but that's been zhout the
best we've ever done, ¥ don’t regret
. anything, though., We never sacri-
flced the welfare of our piayers In

vorder to win. We never let the ‘taif
wag the dog.”

McNabb s eoncerned about Lhe
direetion: sporls appears to be head-
Ing;, Bpeciflcally, proiiferating pro
sbotts .and,, thezr emphasts on- fat

Inplagat any cost: -

“I 111 womed ! e said. “Sporls lms
ity place alnngs:de the academics in
high school and it's an important
‘place, In faet in today’s day and age
when Kids are smarter and things are
midre Tiberal, sports may he the last
“hupé we “Have bi giving sim{ents
‘guidance 3 :_1({ adviee,

s #Kids haven't changed that much.
They 5till want leadership, If sporls
can provnde that then sports is worth.
while. But wWhen wlnning is the only
E]Ilﬂ{,;, then sports isn't doing the job it
can tho.”

HIGIH SCHOOL STUBENTS have
changed In one way, McNabb says.
They're more aware of the world
around them and In turn they de-
mand mote from their teachers.

"It used o be that you could watk
into 2 elassroom and bluff your way
tirrough a lesson,” McoNabb sald.
“Noi teday, A teacher who did Ehat
now would be picked apart by the
students. They're so much better

it
Becehwood 'S Edgur McNahb
. .I'm gratesul an hanored

Informed’ t.han thay hd
started out 43 yedrs ago”,
1f students ‘have:
sophlsmcated, su . haye

re
moare demanding and they pmbably
gel their p]g,yers 1o play better than
some ofus did years ago
rISHloNEAHTIEES 353’&%%%&@@%
sporis overemphasized ab the ex-
pense of g hid's character Lof I;Us
maoral growth,” -

From 1952' {0 1969 ‘MeNabb “was:
Kentucky's reyresentative on the'.
National Foothali Rules Commilte:
He also condueted clinles argund the
state for thie Keniucky High: School
Athletic Asseciation, |~

“I guess I'm proude.st about \f.rhab °

- I dld during those years,"-he saide

“We changed a lob of football tules
and most of them promoted-‘the

safety of the high schiool players;

McNabb has also been, pres!g%

of the Northetr xentuck
Conference.

McNABE'S SON, LOU, I5
after Lou Gehrlg. McH: k}b-

tryout. as a pitche
York Yankees 1n 1820 3H

practice to him.
“I almost madé 1549 5h

he s3ld ag his buahy éyhb;:o
up and fis eyes gxew ¥
baseball growing up i ML B!
‘and went ali around Kenﬁucky DAY
Ing seml-pro bal. But'don’s mentmﬁ o
that, please. People- wm ahink o

bragglng yoo B

MAY 21 WILL be Edgar. MeNa
Day In Beechwood, There'H b
dinner and guest.speakers.. Proba.b]yx
many 6! the students he onde Rnew
wlit come back to honer their fornier
teacher and.coach anddilend..

“Pm grateful. and honoréd,

same ume with our slxcg
dren. - K

“Pye seent 100 Many people work . -
themselves untii they've-coliapsed. 1
didn’t want that to happen tome.™ -

_Time may never be able to do that
to Edgar McNabd, At 6 feet 3and 205,
pounds, with his volde booming"
strongtly, he still looks the partof &
cogch. Anrd that's how many- Wil
remember i st the dinner. -~




Re: Edgar McNabb - Applicchon for Hall of Fame

M*. Sterling High School - 1926 or 27

Morehead State - Grad 1930 or 31 Lettered in all sports
First coaching job at Raceland, Ky 1931 - 1937

Bellevue, Ky. 1937 - 1942

Ludlow, Ky. 1943

Beechwood H.S. 1944 until r*e*rlr;;:men‘r

Officiated the state basketball tourney for 10 straight years. Don't ha\(@_‘
the exact dates - 40's and 50's, |

After that was scorer and timer at the state BB tourney

Was the representative for the state of KY. for the National Rules
Federation. Would come back and hold clinics all over the state. This was
during the JoeBill Mansfield era as commissioner.

Played semi-pro baseball. Had a tryout with the Yankees in 1929

See newspaper clipping

Well known throughout the state in athletics and officiating.

Regllyy pooeslid 240752 ,Jv?%zfzzﬁié%%a



Richard: Sorry to be so long in getting back to you. One of the reasons is that Lou went
down to get Mother for a couple of days and have her in Columbus for awhile. We met half
way lost week and had lunch. Mom remembers buying a brick for some kind of hall of fame
walk in Lexington. She doesn't remember much else about it. She has a scrapbook at home
in N. Ky. that I need to look at and get lots of info. Also, Lou's daughter in Pittsburgh has a
newspaper clipping about Dad's retirement. T will make contact with her, and have her send
it to me. Here is a little info. Born 11-02-09. I assume it was Jeffersonville. College at
Morehead. Lettered in all sports. Graduated in 1931, First coaching job at Raceland,
approx dates, 1931 101937, Bellevue 1937 10 1942. Ludlow 1943. Beechwood 1943 to
retirement. Started Beechwood's first football feam in 1945. Officiated state basketball
tourney for 10 straight years. After that, ran the clock for many years. Was the delegate
for the state of Ky. to the national federation meetings. Would come back and hold clinics
all over the state. This was during JoeBill Mansfield's time as commissioner for the state.
Died in May of 1977. I think he retired from Beechwood in 1975, That is about all T can
pull of f the top of my head. T will try and get more info as T mentioned. Keep me posted.
Let me know if you have more questions. Hope all is well with you and Jane. We will miss
you at the reunion. Regards, Ed
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Edgar McNabb

Former Beechwood noted educator, principal, superintendent and coach Edgar McNabb was inducted
into the Beechwood Athletic Hall of Fame (inducted posthumously) Wednesday, June 9, 2010 during the
Beechwood Athletic Foundation and Hall of Fame Banquet at the Marriott Hotel at RiverCenter.

Edgar McNabb, after graduating from Montgomery County High School in 1927, attended Morehead
State University where he lettered for four years in football, basketball and baseball. He led the
Morehead Eagles to a state collegiate baseball and basketball title in 1930. In 1931 he began his
football coaching career at Raceland in Kentucky where his football team was conference champions in
1933 and 1934. His basketball team won the district title in 1937.

McNabb came to Northern Kentucky in 1935 as a coach at Bellevue High School where his Tigers won
the NKAC Championship in 1940. Later in 1940, he became the principal and football coach at Ludlow
High School and was one of the leaders in constructing the Northern Kentucky Athletic Conference. In
1942 he joined Beechwood High School.

Edgar McNabb devoted almost three decades of his life to the education and instruction of young
students and athletes at Beechwood. He was Beechwood’s head coach for all sports, athletic director
and started the football program beginning in 1941. He remained for the next several decades at
Beechwood also serving as assistant principal, principal, and finally superintendent. He served as the
KHSAA representative on the National Federation of High School Rules Committee, President of the
Kentucky High School Coaches Association from 1953-1955, and organizer of the first East-West
Coaches Football and Basketball Games. He also worked as an official at the Boys State Tourney for
10 years and the official timer for the “Sweet 16 Tournament” for 19 years. In 1973 to commemorate
and honor him, the Beechwood Board of Education named the athletic fields the Edgar McNabb Athletic
Fields. He died on May 3, 1977.

The Beechwood Board of Education in dedicating the athletic fields said, “In recognition of his 29 years
of service to the Beechwood Independent School District, the establishment and development of an
outstanding athletic program and facilities and the advancement of quality education at Beechwood
School, the Beechwood Board of Education proudly names our athletic fields in honor of Edgar McNabb
dedicated this 5t day of October, 1973.”

Page 1



Edgar McNabb

N.K.O.A. HISTORY

Past, Present & Future
1967 - Present

On aFebruary evening in 1967 during a cold, blustery snow storm, the first meeting of the
Northern Kentucky Officials Association was held. A modest 13 high school football officials
from the Northern Kentucky and Greater Cincinnati areamet at the old Covington YMCA.

The driving forces behind instituting the NKOA were Northern Kentucky residents and high
school football officials Tom Murray, Gordon McGehee, Tom Zimmer and Harry Peeno.

The formation of the N.K.O.A. was primarily designed for the development of aNorthern
Kentucky based officials association to be the primary game officialsfor local Kentucky high
schools. At that time, officialsfrom all over the Northern Kentucky, Southwestern Ohio and
Southeastern Indiana area was officiating the games. The crews were primarily made up of
different individual officials each week. With the blessing of the Kentucky High School Athletic
Association and Edgar McNabb, AD at Beechwood High School, the N.K.O.A. elected Gene
Neal asit'sfirst president and Tom Murray was elected vice president. At thisfirst meeting,
officialswere placed in three categories according to experience, active, associate, and affiliate.

Nine of the thirteen known officials attending that first meeting was: Gene Neal, Tom Murray,
Tom Zimmer, Gordon McGehee, Harry Peeno, Joe Seavers, Tom Thompson, Rick Read, Ron
Collins.

The KHSAA had always wanted alocal association in the Northern Kentucky area.

Mr. Edgar McNabb, AD at Beechwood High School and the local high school football rules
interpreter was aformer official and was on the Federation's rules committee, and he was also a
founding father of the High School Federation.

Northern Kentucky Officials Association
Last updated: March 21, 2007
Contact Us: feedback @nkoafootball.org or General Questions: info@nkoafootball.org

Page 1
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WicKiff Edgar McNabb (1909 - 1977) - Find A Grave Memorial

Wickliff Edgar McNabb

Memorial Photos Flowers Share Edit

Learn about removing the ads from this memorial...

Birth: Nov. 2, 1909
Toliver
Wolfe County
Kentucky, USA

Death: May 3, 1977
Fort Mitchell
Kenton County
Kentucky, USA

Longtime Beechwood High School coach and LRI i
superintendent W. Edgar McNabb, 67, died at - —_—

11:45 p.m. Tuesday at his home, 16 Added by: ted Ann L
Beechwood Rd., Ft. Mitchell.

McNabb, who earlier in the night complained of
indigestion, was found dead by his wife, the
former Vestal Mackie.

CEMETERY
McNabb retired two years ago from 18698
Beechwood High School, Ft. Mitchell, and Sl
became supervisor of Practicum Experiences
at Northemn Kentucky University.

emetery Photo
Added by: owenijulia

For many years "Mac" was the official timer for Add a photo s Request

the state high school basketball toumament. for this person A Photo EL
He was also prominent in the state officials

association. Photos may be scaled.

Click on image for full size.
McNabb was a member of Ft. Mitchell Baptist
Church. Besides his widow, he leaves two
sons, W. Edgar McNabb Jr., Alliance, O., and Leave Huﬂars:' 2
Lou McNabb, Worthington, O.; two half- and a note ‘\f
sisters, Miss Anne Gibbs and Mrs. Thomas
Poole, both of Ft. Mitchell; half-brother, John
R. Gibbs, Erlanger, and six grandchildren.

Services at 10:30 a.m. Friday, Linnemann,
Erlanger; visitation, 4-9 p.m. Thursday; burial,
Highland Cemetery, Ft. Mitchell.

This article appeared the next day (May 5,
1977) in the Kentucky Post:

Mr. Beechwood is dead. W. Edgar McNabb,
veteran coach, athletic director,

superintendent and educator at the Ft.
Mitchell school for three decades, died
Tuesday night at his home.

McNabb's coaching career dates back to 1931
after his graduation from Morehead State
Teachers College. That same year he took
over the coaching duties for football and
basketball at Raceland High School.

After a seven-year stint at Raceland, "Mac"
came to northern Kentucky, serving six years
as Bellevue High coach, switched to Ludlow
and then assumed the Beechwood post in
1944,

There was no football at Beechwood then.
Later "Mac" did it all for the Beechies and

http://www.findag rave.com/cgi-binffg .cgi?page=gr&GRid=11888205
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4/29/2014 WicKiff Edgar McNabb (1909 - 1977) - Find A Grave Memorial

wound up as the school's superintendent.

McNabb was a veteran football and basketball
Last Name official, serving as rules clinic director for the
Kentucky High School Athletic Assn. No
stranger to the state high school basketball
tournament, he served many years as official

-State M timer and officiated in the "Sweet Sixteen"
numerous times.

"Mac" was also board chairman of the old
Moonlight Garden Alumni Club, a group of high
school coaches who chaperoned the many
young people who attended the Coney Island
dance pavilion.

After retirement two years ago, McNabb took
a post with the Northern Kentucky University,
supervisor of practicum experiences. He also
was an avid golfer and played weekly at Ft.
Mitchell Country Club.

When "Mac" took over at Beechwood during
World War II, he was reminded that the Ft.
Mitchell school was small and its personnel

limited. His only comment: "There is a lot more

in high school sports than just winning
games."

Published in the Kentucky Post; Tues. and
Wed., May 4-5, 1977.

Family links:
Parents:
Maggie Lee Childers Gibbs (1888 - 1969)

Spouse:
Vestal MacKie McNabb-Liedhegner (1911 -

2004)

Siblings:

Wickliff Edgar McNabb (1909 - 1977)
John Richard Gibbs (1923 - 1991)*
Virginia Anne Gibbs (1926 - 2001)*
Patsy Jane Gibbs Poole (1933 - 1988)*

*Calculated relationship

Burial:

Highland Cemetery
Fort Mitchell
Kenton County
Kentucky, USA

Created by: Rich Kreiss
Record added: Oct 05, 2005
Find A Grave Memorial# 11888205

Advertisement

1 392 Death Certificates
|4 found for Wickliff Mcnabb

SHEEEEEES | Birth Certificates
z===—= |} found for Wickliff Mcnabb

http://mww.findag rave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=11888205

i 161 Marriage Certificates
#f found for Wickliff Mcnabb

11 41 Divorce Certificates
found for Wickliff Mcnabb
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Information on Edgar McNabb submitted by Jim Wilshire (who “Mac” treated as his third son)

“Mac” graduated from Morehead College. He was a successful baseball pitcher, which resulted in him
being scouted by the New York Yankees. At tryouts, he pitched to such notable players as Babe Ruth and
Lou Gehrig. Instead of playing professional baseball, he decided to go into teaching and coaching. He
began his career at Raceland, Kentucky. Then, he went to Bellevue High School, then to Ludlow High
School, and finally Beechwood High School.

At Beechwood, he began the first football program (1945?). He was instrumental in purchasing the land
for the football field (of which he was really proud). It has since been named “Edgar McNabb Field”.

At Beechwood, he was a teacher and head coach for the football and basketball teams. He instructed his
students and players to work hard, enjoy what you’re doing, and apply these rules to your own life. He
was highly respected in the community.

During these years, Mac refereed college football games throughout Kentucky, and he was well known
for his integrity.

Eventually, he became the principal of Beechwood and later the superintendent of the school system.
He was inducted posthumously into the Beechwood Athletic Hall of Fame in 2010.

Mac was married to his wife, Vestal, and they had two sons, Eddie and Lou.



Edgar McNabb graduated from Montgomery Co. High School in 1927. While a student there he was an
outstanding in football and basketball. He attended Morehead State University where he lettered for four
years in football, basketball and baseball. He led the Eagles to a State Collegiate Baseball title in 1930.

After graduating in 1931, McNabb began his coaching career at Raceland, Kentucky, where he coached
football and basketball. His football teams were conference champions in 1933 and 1934. His basketball team
won the District Title in 1937. Coach McNabb came to Northern Kentucky in 1938 as coach at Bellevue High
School. In 1940 his Tigers won the NKAC Championship. Later in 1940 he became football coach and
principal at Ludlow High School. Also in 1940 he was one of the leaders in formulating the Northern
Kentucky Athletic Conference.

The following year he moved to Beechwood High School and remained there for the next 30 years. At
Beechwood, McNabb became the athletic director, the head coach of all sports, and started their football
program. He later served as assistant principal, principal, and finally superintendent. Following his
retirement as Superintendent in 1974 he moved to Northern Kentucky University to serve as a supervisor of
Practicum Experience til his death.

Along with his coaching duties, Mac was a prominent high school and college football and basketball
official. He worked the Boys State Tourney for ten years and served as the official timer for the “Sweet 16
Tournament for 19 years.” He also served as the KHSAA representative on the National Federation of High
School Rules Committee. He was a charter member of the Kentucky High School Coaches Association,
served as their President for three years ('53, '54, '55) and helped organize the first East-West Coaches
Football and Basketball Games. To commemorate and honor Edgar McNabb leadership, Beechwood High
School’s Football Stadium is now known as McNabb Field.

He died on May 3, 1977.

Wife: Vestal
Son: Edgar
Son: Lou





